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Homing Instincts

BY VICKY LORENCEM

“Building a new home Is a
long time dream for many
people. You build
friendships with peapls
while you build their homsa.
it's exciting to be a partner
in that procass*

(44 I was shockad, but very happy o think that | had been awarded when

there are so many men builders in the group.” That was Joy Rampy's
reaction whan she leamed she had been namead the Hame Builders
Associalion of Jackson's 2004 Builder of the Year,

"I feel that somelimes there are men who don't think I'm capable of
handling a situation, but with my vears of expearienca, | know | can.®

Indeed =ha can.

Joy Rampy. company president and licansad builder, has been involved
with the construction business singe the early 1970s, She's been a
member of the Home Builders Association for a decade and has sarved as
a local director, as well as state and national directar, Joy Consiruction is
an active participant in the Parade of Homes. In fact, cne of her homas,
built for the Todoroff's, was given the People's Choice Award in 2002. She
alzo recaived "Life Spike" statuz from the National Women's Councll.

Marv Jestar, current President of the Home Builders Association of
Jackson, says, "As a past Builder of the Year, | know how wondarful if
feelz to receive the recognition of your pears. In my case, and I'm sura in
Jov's, it came just at the right time . . . when you needed a pat on the
back. Wa appreciate all that Joy is doing. Sha's very active in tha
association. Joy does an excellent job and has done some beautiful
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homes, for example at tha
Sanctuary. She's done upscale
homes and standard struciures.
Joy is varzalile and builds the
whole spectrum. She haz a very
goad aya’

A Woman's Touch

Would Joy ever encourags a young
waman to anter the field of
construction?

Zhe zays, "Yesz. You can make
good moneay. Ii's a creative field fo
be in."

Like hiz mother, craativity 1z Sid
Rampy's favorite part of the
building process. Sid has baen
Joy's business parner since 15990
He like= to expariment with
structural designs, kitchen and
cabinet design work and
anteriginment canters, Joy is the
one who adds the “woman's
lauch.”

Sid =zays, "One thing I've learnad
from my mom is to be more
focused on the needs of our femals
CUStomers. A typical male coasn't
have the same interast in the
details of the homea. Really, we
dont build the house for the man
structurally ves, but for everyday
lwability, it's for the woman, &
woman sees 3 home as an
exiension of her personality.’

He adds, "Working with my mom
has allowed me to find out how a
wioman thinks-what they want and
what excites them about their
homea. My mom is more talented
and creative when it comes to
colars-paint, tile, wallpaper, and
floor coverings-than | am. I'm a
typical guy. Thinking about the
structura of the homa i more my
forte.”

Sid openad a second Joy
Construction office in Senaca
Spouih Carolina in September of
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2004, Residential and commarcial
construction is booming there

Sid admits that the knowledge he's
gained from his mom will “give me
a huge market advantage in South
Carcling. Other companias will
have to bring in a third party, an
interior decorator. but we already
have thase abilities on board.”

Source of Inspiration

As a woman in a male-dominated
industry, Joy looks to other
businesswomen for Inspiration.
Sha's encouraged to see Julie
Figlek of Fialak Bulldars namad as
2005 president of the Michigan
Association of Home Builders. She
15 the association's first female
president.

Joy names her long-time former
amployer, the late Dorothy Blakely,
presigent of Tompkins Johnson, as
an influential businesswoman in
her life even bafora she becamea
invalved in construction.

"Dorathy inspired me a3 a woman
in business.”

Sha's also bean deeply influenced
by Jackson's Faith Small, enargetic
Fresident of Dawlen Corporation.

‘| adrira Faith's strangth and
ability in the way she runs a
Dusinass. I'm inspired by her
knowledge. | hope | can ba as
strong as she is when I'm her age.”

Apparently, the admiration is
mutual,

Small, a former client of Joy
Construction, says of Joy, "She's a
go-getter. She doesn't leave a
slona unfurmed. If | nesded
something she'd do tha rasaarch
and have it for me the next day. A
man might say vou can't have that.
As a woman, Joy knows what it
means if | want somathing. Jov's
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word is good. If she says
gomathing is going to be done,
it is."

Faith appreciated Joy for the way
‘She'd take the fime to go
shopping with me and halp ma in
making building and interior
decorating decisions.”

Joy Construction

More than a client, Jov has
daveloped a six-year friendship
with Faith that's still going strong.
Faith says, "Joy's evensthing you'd
find in the dictionary that describes
a friend.”

In addition to bafriending har
cllants, Joy has also made it a

CELEBRATING 47 YEARS

Alllbrilﬂr{Ll:l-
AI'J.FHI

AUTHERIAF D AVATIGE CFATER

SN Pl Comwaancums, oo AR rghls resasmr

AECTE,
i

L

1958

THE COMBURBCATIONS- SECURITY COMPANY

%

T nH"

-.".‘

Bur "‘ﬂ-r lEf Alal

B ,l-:-nu A, Campau, Pru.d-_-ma.f"rﬂ

\hslt us at comtronics.com

JACKSON MAGAZINE | April 2005 - T




Construction

Jovy

BT il LEMES T
TLOME'SL

pricrity to be a friend fo Jackson. Al
Chrizimas time she likes to
valurteer her services as a hast in
ihe AWARE Shelter's homa tour,
and with the Foote Hospital
Auxiliary. Joy Canstruction has also
been imvolved in community service
orojects such as the Builders Cara
Projects and Habitat Build.
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A Team Approach to Dream
EBuilding

Teamwork is g vital component in
tha Joy Construction business
philosophy, Mot only do Joy and
her son Sld work as a team, they
understand the critical imporance
of having a positive team
atmosphere with their
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subcontraciors, Each person brings
a unlgue skill that will contribute to
the overall success of any project.

Joy Construction specializes in
residential construction with an
emphasis on interiar decorating
with the addition of Kitchens anc
Intericrs by Joy, The company also
doas some remodaling.

As her business parner, Sid
oversess construction projects from
start 1o finlzh, in addition 1o taking
care of bookkeeping and daing
estimates. Sid is a "hands on'
project manager who likes lo ba
personally invehed with the rough
framing of 8 new home as well as
the finish work. Sid and Joy wark
a% & feam 1o share the workload.

¥ course, the team concapt
axtends to the parnership that
fakes place bebtwaen Joy and nar
clients. "My women clients relax
with me hecauss thay know, as a
woman, | understand the
importance of haome. | try 1o do
things the way I'd want them done
far myself,”

Joy prides herself on the high level
of pereonal involvement she offers
her clients. She acknowladges that
whila building a new home is
excifing, for some cliants, it can
also be straszful. Besides the
substantial financial invasiment,
thare iz a myriad of decisions-large
and small-that must be mada. With
that in mind, Joy enjoys making
herself and har expertiza
accessible to her clients

“I like to lat paople take samples
homea and live with them for a
whila. For axample, I'll give a client
doing a kitchen ramaodal tima 1o
zaa how a cabinet door looks in
different light. It really helps whan it
comes time to make a decision,”
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Joy Construction
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Shea also makes herself available to
clients by taking them to
showrooms, providing them with
information an the latest industry
trends, and helping them toc make
the best cholcas 1o get tha results
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